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UPI-169 

(KING) 

WASHINGTON —THE FBI DECLARED TODAY THAT MARTI N-WffHER 
KING WAS THE VICTIM OF A CONSPIRACY TO KILL HIM. IT NAMED 
36-Y^AR-OLD ERIC STARVO GALT AS A PARTNER IN THAT CONSPIRACY AND 
ISSUED A WARRANT FOR HIS ARREST. - • , 

•THE ANNOUNCEMENT BY ATTY. GEN. RAMSEY CLARK WAS THE FIRST 
OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION THAT OFFICIALS BELIEVED THAT THE SLAYING OF , 

KINS IN MEMPHIS, TENN., ON APRIL A WAS THE RESULT OF A CONS PI RACY /AND 
NOT THE WORK OF ONE MAN ACTING ALONE. CLARK HAD FIRST RULED OUT / 
CCN C PIRACY : \ *♦ 

THE FBI SAID THE CONSPIRACY TO KILL KING INVOLVED AT LEAST ONE 
OTHER MAN, "AN INDIVIDUAL WHOM HE (GALT) ALLEGED' TO BE HIS EROTHER." . 

IT SAID THE PLOT ORIGINATED ON MARCH 29--SEVEN DAYS BEFORE THE 
SLAYING — AND THAT GALT WAS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN IN MEMPHIS ON THE 
DAY OF THE SLAYING AND THE DAY PRECEDING. 

THE FBI PORTRAYED GALT AS A POORLY EDUCATED LONER WITH A TASTE 
FOR COUNTRY AND WESTERN MUSIC, VODKA, BEER AND DANCING. IT SAID 
HE SPOKE WITH DICTION REFLECTING A "RURAL" BACKGROUND AND THAT HE 
CLAIMED TO HAVE WORKED AS A COOK ON MISSISSIPPI RIVER VESSELS 
AMD AS A MERCHANT SEAMAN. HE HAD TAKEN LESSONS IN DANCING AND WAS A 
GRADUATE OF A BARTENDING SCHOOL. _ .. . 
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